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SUMMARY: AT EEB 1 MEETING, POLADS EXCHANGED VIEWS 
ON IMPLICATIONS OF CURRENT DISSIDENT ACTIVITY IN THE 
SOVIET UNION AND EAST EUROPE. UK REP SUGGESTED THAT 
ALLIES WOULD NEED TO CONSIDER HOW TO APPROACH THE DIS- 
SIDENT QUESTION IN LIGHT OE BELGRADE. END SUMMARY. 

1. FRENCH REP, READING FROM ANALYSIS BY FRENCH EMBASSY 
IN MOSCOW, COMMENTED THAT THE KREMLIN-IN ITS HANDLING 
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OF THE ORLOV GROUP AND SAKHAROV'S STATEMENTS ABOUT THE 

MOSCOW METRO EXPLOSIONS-APEARS TO BE TRYING 

TO DISCOURAGE AND DISREDIT THE DISSIDENTS. IN 

THE FRENCH EMBASSY'S VIEW, MOSCOW HAS A STRONG 

INTEREST IN TAKING A EIRM BUT NOT BLATANTLY REPRESSIVE POSITION 

VIS-A-VIS THE DISSIDENTS, SINCE THE INTENSIFICATION OF DISSIDENT 

ACTIVITY WOULD POSE SERIOUS PROBLEMS FOR THE SOVIETS AT BELGRADE. 

IN THE LONG TERM, THE FRENCH EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT THE KREMLIN'S 

WILL TO MAINTAIN COUNTROL OVER THE INTERNAL SITUATION WOULD- 

IN ANY MAJOR CONERONTATION WITHDISSIDENTS-OVERRIDE THE SOVIET 
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LEADERSHIP'S CONCERNS ABOUT THE IMPACT ABROAD OF REPRESSIVE 
ACTIONS. MOREOVER, SINCE THE DISSIDNETS ARE NOT NUMEROUS AND 
OCCUPY A "MARGINAL" PLACE IN SOVIET SOCIETY, THE FRENCH ANALYSIS 
CONCLUDES THAT THE MAIN DAMAGE TO SOVIET INTERESTS INVOLVED 
IN A SEVERE CRACKDOWN WOULD BE MOSCOW'S IMAGE IN THE WEST 
AND THAT SUCH CONSEQUENCES WOULD BE MANAGEABLE. IN CONTRAST, 
THE FRENCH EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT THE DISSIDENT SITUATION IN 
EAST EUROPE COULD INVOLVE MUCH LARGER RISKS FOR THOSE REGIMES. 

2. UK REP CALLED ATTENTION TO US STATEMENT ON CHARTER 77 

AND TO NORWEGIAN GOVERNMENT'S CANCELLATION OF A VISIT TO OSLO 
BY THE CZECHOSLOVAK TRADE MINISTER. SUCH DEVELOPMENTS, IN 
UK REP'S VIEW, RAISE THE QUESTIONOF HOW WESTERN GOVERNMENTS 
SHOULD DEAL WITHTHE DISSIDENT ISSUE BEFORE THE BELGRADE MEETINGS. 
IN THIS CONNECTION, HE ASKED FOR BACKGROUND INFORMATIONON 
REASONS BEHIND NORWEGIAN DECISION TO POSTPONE CZECH MINISTER'S 
VISIT AND US STATEMENT ON CHARTER 77. 

3. NORWEGIAN REP REPLIED THAT, IN VIEW OF EARLIER STATEMENTS 

BY NORWEGIAN LEADERS ABOUT CHARTER 77, IT WAS LOGICAL THAT WHEN 
CZECHOSLOVAK AUTHORITIES BEGAN APPLYING PRESSURE TO CHARTER 
77 SIGNERS, FOLLOW UP ACTION WAS NEEDED. THE NORWEGIAN DECISION, 
HE SAID, WAS INTENDED AS A CLEAR DEMONSTRATION OF POLITICAL 
CONCERN. IN REPLY TO UK QUERY, US REP REFERRED TO SECRETARY 
VANCE'S STATEMENT ON HUMAN RIGHTS IN HIS JANUARY 31 PRESS 
CONFERENCE. WE ALSO CIRCULATED TEXT OF DEPARTMENT'S JANUARY 
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26 STATEMENT ON HUMAN RIGHTS IN CZECHOLSLOVAKIA (REFS 
A AND B) AND INR REPORT ON SOVIET MOVES AGAINST ORLOV GROUP 
(REF C). 

4. ON A PERSONAL BASIS, CANADIANREP SUGGESTED THAT POLADS 
IN FUTURE USE TERM "HUMAN RIGHTS GROUPS" RATHER THAN MORE 
PEJORATIVE SOUNDING "DISSIDENTS ". CANADIAN SUGGESTION WAS 
FAVORABLY RECIEVED.STRAUSZ-HUPE 

CONFIDENTIAL 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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